
Year 4 - Books to aid progression in English 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Inspiring 
writing 

Mr Stink (David 
Walliams) 

 Character 
description 

 Non 
Chronologica
l report 
about David 
Walliams 

 Balanced 
argument  

 Diary Entry 

 Poetry 
 

4.7 
Poetry 

 Haikus 

 Kennings 
 
Non-Fiction  

 Non-
chronological 
report on 
David 
Walliams 

 History Big 
Question 
answer 

Journey (Aaron Becker) 

 Setting 
description 

 
 

 
 
 
The Boy 
Who Grew 
Dragons 
(Andy 
Shepherd) 
 

5.5 

 Instructions 

 Recount 
 
Non-Fiction linked to 
Science  

 Digestive 
system non-
chronological 
report. 

 
 
 
 

Art to Inspire writing- 
(The Desperate Man – 
Gustave Courbet) 

 Narrative 
 
Max and the Millions 

 Setting 
description 

 Newspaper 
article 

 Diary 
Entry 

 
4.4 
 
The Lost Thing (Shaun 
Tan) 

 Descriptive 
writing 

 Grammar 
activities 

 
 
 
3.6 
 
Paul Cookson – Poetry 

 Mr Shadow’s 
Shoes 

Non Fiction – linked to 
the History. 

 Newspaper 
report 

 
Buried Alive (Jacqueline 
Wilson) 

 Instructions 

 Letter 

 Persuasive leaflet 
 

4.2 
 

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone 
(JK Rowling) 
 

 Leaflet 

 Recount 

 Setting 
description 

 Instructions 
 

 
 
 
6.0 

Non Fiction – linked 
to Edale/Rivers 
 

 4.0 

 Recount 

 Journey of a 
river 

 Edale Leaflet 
 
The Rhythm of the 
Rain (Grahame Baker-
Smith) 
TBC 
 

    
 



Year 4 - Books to aid progression in English 
Books/ 
Texts for 
Guided 
Reading 

4.7 
 

3.8 

 
3.8 

 
2.9 
 
Other picture books:  
The Boy Who Loved 
Everyone – Jane 
Porter 
The Colour Monster 
– Anna Llenas 
Silly Billy – Anthony 
Brown 
Shine by Sarah 
Asuquo   
Extracts from 
Comprehension 
Ninja 
Non-Fiction, visuals 
and Poetry: 
Ancient Egypt 
Smiling is infectious - 
poem 
Mega City- Literacy 
Shed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
5.5 
 
 
Mega City – Literacy 
Shed 
Extracts from 
Comprehension Ninja 
 
 
Non-Fiction and 
Poetry: 
Vampires extract 
Paul Cookson 
In Flanders Fields 
Biomes 
 

 
 
 
 
4.4 

 
Titanium – Literacy Shed 
If I was a rat – Phillip 
Pullman 
The Sword in the Stone 
 
Extracts from 
Comprehension Ninja 
 
Literacy shed – Birds 
 
Stig of the Dump. 
 
Non-Fiction and Poetry: 
Paul Cookson 
Anglo Saxon Battle 
Picture 
 
 

 

4.2 
 
Other extracts from 
other Jacqueline Wilson 
books 
 
Extracts from Roald Dahl 
Marine Mammals 
Suspicion text 
 
Literacy shed – soar 
 
Extracts from 
Comprehension Ninja 
 
Picture books to be 
confirmed 
 
Non-Fiction and Poetry: 
Battle of Hastings text 
Others TBC 
 

 
 
 
 
6.0 
 
 

Extracts from Harry 
Potter (JK Rowling) 
 
Clips from the film of 
Harry Potter 
 
The Rhythm of the 
Rain (Grahame Baker-
Smith) 

 
 
Extracts from 
Comprehension Ninja 
 
 
Non-Fiction and 
Poetry: 
JK Rowling 
 
 

 
 
 
 
6.0 
 

 
Extracts from Harry 
Potter (JK Rowling) 
 
Clips from the film of 
Harry Potter 
 
Extracts from 
Comprehension Ninja 
 
Viking poem extract 
 



Year 4 - Books to aid progression in English 
Suggested 
Books for 
pleasure 
(Class 
reads) 

32 Storey Treehouse 
(Andy Griffiths & 
Terry Denton) 
 

 
 
3.9 
 
 
 

 
Kid Normal – Greg 
James and Chris 
Smith 

 
 
6.1 

The Train to Impossible 
Places (P.G Bell) 
 
 
 
 
 
5.4 

The House with One 
Hundred Clocks (A. M. 
Howell) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.7 

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class (Onjali Q Rauf) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.4 
 

Cliffhanger 
(Jacqueline Wilson) 
  
 
3.3 

Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets 
(JK Rowling) 

6.7 

 


