
Year 3 - Books to aid progression in English 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Inspiring 
writing 

   4.7 
The Witches (Roald 
Dahl)  

  
 
The 
Worst 
Witch 
(Jill 
Murphy) 
5.4 

 Letter home 

 Magic potion 
(instructions) 

 Character 
Description  

 
Non-Fiction- linked 
to Prehistoric Britain 
Topic 

 Big question 
response 

The Secret of Black 
Rock 

 Persuasive text 

3.9 
 
The Legend of Podkin 
One Ear 
 

    5.5 
 

 Setting Description 

 Recount 

 Comic Strip 
 
 
 
 

Flotsam (David Weisner) 

 Narrative 

 Alternative ending 
 

 
 
Non-Fiction- linked to 
Prehistoric Britain Topic 

 Fact file about a 
prehistoric animal 

   4.0 
(Jerome Martin) 
History Topic 

 Write a recount of 
the History Roman 
visitor 

 

Robin Hood 
(Rob Lloyd-
Jones) 
 
 
 
 

3.7 
 

 Character description 

 Setting Description 

 Recount 

 Letter 
 
Escape from Pompeii- 
(Christina Balit) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4.9 

 Diary Entry 

The Iron Man (Ted 
Hughes) 
 

 Character 
description 

 Diary entry 
 

 4.7 

Operation 
Gadgetman! (Malorie 

Blackman) 
4.1 

 Persuasive text 

 Letter to Dad 



Year 3 - Books to aid progression in English 
Books/ 
Texts for 
Guided 
Reading 

4.4              5.4 

 
 
Non-Fiction, visuals 
and Poetry: 
School Kid’s Rap 
(John Foster) 
Biography- Jill 
Murphy 
Video Clip- So Good 
to me. 
 
 
 
 

     3.5           2.7 
 

2.5 
 
 
Non-Fiction and 
Poetry: 
Bonfire Night Poem 
(anon) 
Video Clip-Snub Nosed 
Monkeys (David 
Attenborough) 
The average 
hippopotamus (Jack 
Prelutsky) 

 
    3.8            3.9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               
                 3.5 
Non-Fiction and Poetry: 
Skara Brae 
I was born in the Stone 
Age (Michael Rosen) 
 

 
                                     2.8 
    2.9              

2.8 
 
Non-Fiction and Poetry: 
Life Cycle of a Plant 
Jellyfish Stew (Jack 
Prelutsky) 
Video Clip- Broken: Rock, 
Paper, Scissors. 

 
3.1 

 
  
 
 
5.0 
 
Extracts from The Iron 
Woman (Ted Hughes) 
 
 
Non-Fiction and 
Poetry: 
Light and Shadow 
Bed in Summer- 
(Robert Louis 
Stevenson) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
5.2 

Extracts from The 
thieves of Ostia- 
(Christina Lawrence) 
 
Non-Fiction and 
Poetry: 
Gladiators 
Clever Trevor 
(Benjamin Zephaniah) 
Video Clip- Wild 
Hamsters (David 
Attenborough) 
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Year 3 - Books to aid progression in English 
Suggested 
Books for 
pleasure 
(Class 
reads) 

Fortunately, the 
Milk… 
(Neil 
Gaiman) 
 
4.3 
 
 
Knights and Bikes 
(Gabrielle Kent) 
 
 

   5.6 
 

The Worst Witch 
Strikes 
Again (Jill 
Murphy) 
 
 
5.8 
 
 
 
The Accidental Prime 
Minister (Tom 
McLaughlin) 
 
4.6 

The 
Nothing to 
see here 
hotel 
(Steven 
Butler)  
 
5.3 
 
 
Stig of the Dump  
(Clive King) 
 
5.5 

Dear 
Hound 
(Jill 
Murphy) 
 
 
5.1 
 
 
 
Girl Wonder to the 
Rescue (Malorie 
Blackman) 
 
 3.5 

The Fox 
and The 
Ghost King 
(Michael 
Morpurgo) 
 
4.8 
 
The Worst Thing 
About my Sister 

(Jaqueline Wilson)  
 
 
 
4.6 

The 
Thieves 
of Ostia 
(Christina 

Lawrence) 
 
5.2 
 
The Boy Who Made 
the World Disappear 
(Ben 
Miller) 
 

5.1 

 


