
Year 1 - Books to Aid Progression in English 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Inspiring 
writing 
 
Topic 
writing 

Dear Zoo 

- Narrative 

2.9 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

- Story 

- Days of the 
week spellings 

 
Monkey Puzzle 

- Description 
 
 
1.8 
 
 

TOPIC Animals 
Including Humans 

- Description/ 
report/facts 

The Gruffalo 

- Character 
description 

- Story settings 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
The Smeds and the Smoos 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Book review 
 
TOPIC Famous People – 
Guy Fakes 

- Bonfire night 
poems 

- Writing questions 
for Guy/King James 

TOPIC Seasonal Change – 
Autumn 

Zog 

- Sentence skills 
 
 
 
 
 

3.8 
The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea 

- Own story 

3.2 
 
 
Seasonal Change – 
Winter 
 
TOPIC – Materials 

- Factual 
description 

The Three Little Pigs 

- Retelling 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter 

Rabbit 

- Description 

- Diary 

- Letter  
 
 
 
 
4.2 
 
TOPIC - Seasonal 
Change – Spring 
 
TOPIC – Geography - 
Local Area 

- Report/ 
recount 

History – Houses and 
Homes 

- Description 

- Questions 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

- Retelling 

- Description 

 
Dr Seuss – The Cat 

in the Hat 
2.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography - The 
UK/UK Weather 

- Weather 
report 

 
Science – Plants 

- Factfile 

- Life cycle 

Mr Men 

- Own story 

 
4.2 

TOPIC Seasonal 
Change – Summer 
 
Famous People – 
Neil Armstrong 

- Factfile 
 
TOPIC Famous 
People – Florence 
Nightingale & 
Mary Seacole 

- Description
/ 
factfile 

 
Dinosaurs 

- Factfile 

- Description 



Year 1 - Books to Aid Progression in English 

 

Books/ 
Texts for 
Guided 
Reading 

Dear Zoo 
 

 
 
 

- Joining in with 
simple 
repetitive 
sentences 

 
 
 
 
1.8 

Monkey Puzzle 

- Predictions of 
alternate 
endings 

 

2.9 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

- Days of the 
week 

The Gruffalo 
 
 
 
 
 
2.3 

- Common 
Exception Words 

Room on the Broom 

- Retelling/drama 

3.7 
 
How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.0 
Bonfire night poetry 

Zog 

- True or False 
 
 
 
 
 

3.8 
 
The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea 

- Reading with 
expression 

-  
3.2 

 

The Three Little Pigs 

- Retelling 
 
 
 
 
 
The 

Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad Pig 

- Alternate 
endings/perspe
ctives 

4.6 

Easter Story 

Jim and the 
Beanstalk 

- Inference 

 
3.5 

 
 Dr Seuss – The Cat 
in the Hat 

2.1 

Mr Nosey 

 
Little Miss 
Naughty 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Retrieval  
 
Tyrannosaurus 
Drip 

 
4.3 



Year 1 - Books to Aid Progression in English 

 

Suggested 
Books for 
pleasure 
(Class 
reads) 

 
 
 
 
3.8 
The 

Day the Crayons  
Quit 
 

 2.2 
Tiddler 

 
 
 
 
3.1 
 
Ruby’s 

Worry 

Stick Man 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.8 
The Jolly Christmas 
Postman 
 

 
 
The Gruffalo’s Child 
 

   2.5 
 

My Hair  
 
 
 
 
The 

Sneetches,  

 
3.4 
 
The Lorax 

3.1 
 
Green Eggs and Ham 
 

 1.5 

Where the Wild Things 
Are 

 
3.4 
 
 
Zog and the Flying 
Doctors 
 

 
 
3.8 
 

The Snail and the 
Whale 

 
 
4.0 
 
 
The Scarecrow’s 
Wedding 
 

 
3.4 

Julian is a Mermaid 

 
0.8 
 
 
 
The Highway Rat 
 
 

  
 

4.0 

 


